Provincial Travellers (1605-1657)

the religions of the " Banians " and the Parsees?
which had struck his attention while he was in
India.

WiUiam_Methpld was in India during the
second and tfiird decade of the seventeenth
century;. The accounts which he wrote of his
observations came into the hands of Samuel
Purchas, and were embodied by him in his
Pilgrimage. Methold's remarks are, within their
limited  sphere,  invaluable.  The  information
which he gives relates chiefly to the kingdom
of jG^kpnda, regarding which we have on the
whole singularly little evidence from European
sources. In addition there are a few remarks on
some of the other kingdoms of Southern India.
Methold sums up the political situation of the
Hindu portion of Southern India in the follow-
ing sentence: " The first Kingdome upon the
Mayne is that ancient one of Bisnagar, rent at
this time into several provinces or Govern-^
ments, held by the Naickes of that country in *,
their own right." In Methold's day Golconda, j
which by the disappearance of Vijayanagar had :F
been left one of the strongest kingdoms of
Southern India, and had not yet succumbed -
beneath the Mogul yoke, seems to have been
one of the most prosperous parts of the country*
Its capital was " a citie that for sweetnesse of
ayre, convenience of water, and fertility of
soyle, is accounted the best situation in Indias
not to speak of the King's Palace, which for big-
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